
Our expertise

Wine and spirits sectors play a major role in the economy, which is significantly well

established in France and abroad.

The world of wine and spirits is moreover governed not only by French law but also

international rules of their own that need to be deciphered by industry experts.

Historically, BIGNON LEBRAY law firm was very early sought after in this regard thanks to

Jean-Paul Bignon, the eponymous partner of the firm, whose family owns a famous vineyard.

Our firm has gradually set up a team of multidisciplinary lawyers present in France and

abroad, having comprehensive knowledge and proven experience in the wine and spirits

industry.

With expertise in wines and spirits law, BIGNON LEBRAY accompanies all players in the wine

and spirits sector as regards all legal matters, whether as advisors or litigators.

Our fields of intervention encompass:

- Producers / traders relationships

- Distribution networks in France and abroad

- The choice of brands

- Sales and transfers of vineyards

- The acquisition of wineries and vineyards by foreign investors in Europe

- Vineyards of all sizes

- Employment law advice

- The settlement of litigations
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About BIGNON LEBRAY

Since 1982, the teams of BIGNON

LEBRAY have developed skills in all

areas of business law, both as

counselors and litigators.

The firm now encompass more than

a hundred professionals, including 25

partners, deployed in 11 areas of

expertise:

• Company law - Mergers & 

Acquisitions

• Private Equity

• Taxation

• Employment & Welfare Law

• Banking, Finance, Capital Markets

• Competition & Distribution

• Real Estate & Property 

Management

• Public Law, PPP and Environment

• Intellectual Property & Technology

• Transport Law

• Litigation

The cultural and professional

diversity of BIGNON LEBRAY’s

employees reflects its history: an

independent French law firm that

has accompanied its customers in an

evermore international context.

From the regional company to the

multinational corporation, from the

"start-up" to the listed company, from

the public body to the nonprofit

organization, clients are at the heart

of the concerns of BIGNON

LEBRAY, in all the variety of their

trades and projects, at the legal and

judicial levels.

With four offices on the French

territory (Paris, Lyon, Lille, Aix-

Marseille) and two offices in China

(Shanghai, Beijing), in addition to its

membership in Meritas, the

international network of law firms

(encompassing over 180 member

firms in 80 countries), BIGNON

LEBRAY brings the most effective

solutions tailored to national and

international involvement of its

clients.
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Some of our most iconic transactions
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 Advising Distell Group on the sale of Bisquit Dubouché & Cie to Campari Group

 Advising Moueix family, owner of Château Fonroque, a Saint-Emilion classified grand cru certified in organic farming and

controlled in biodynamics, as regards the sale of this estate to a French investor (CHG Participations).

 Advising Dumont family, owner of the Domaine de Belleville, in connection with the sale of this estate to an American

investor (Elle & Lui LLC).

 Advising a Chinese investor and his Hong-Kong partners on the acquisition and the transfer of shares in Château

Trianon, a Saint-Emilion grand cru estate

 Advising the Seller during the transfer of a vineyard in Bordeaux encompassing various designations

 Advising Dauré family on the sale of Le Clos des Paulilles vineyard (Collioure) to Advini Group

 Advising on the acquisition of Maison Roullet - Fransac (Cognac) by the Chinese group ZhangYu

 Advising a Mongolian investor on the acquisition of a vineyard in the Bordeaux region (AOC Saint-Emilion)

 Advising a Hong Kong company in the acquisition of the winery Château La Commanderie (AOC Pomerol)

 Advising French companies in the defense of their intellectual property rights abroad, particularly in China (labels and

brands)

 Assisting and advising on the sale of Dugas, distributor of wines and spirits

 Advising on the sale of Hine Cognac

 Advising on the sale of “Repaire de Bacchus" chain of wine stores

 Advising Belvédère company on the acquisition of Marie Brizard (French listed companies)

 Assisting and advising a foreign investor on the acquisition / transfer of ChateauOnline

 Assisting a listed company on the sale of Cruzan rum brand

 Assisting and advising in regard to a rum production contract entered into with Moët-Hennessy


